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ALCOHOLISM AnD POT LUCK ~ 
SUPPER on APRIL PROGRAM 


. The general meeting of April 24 at 2:00 p.m. will have a program 
on Alcoholism led by LE-HI-HO member and ex-alcoholic Lou Augustine. 

She will show a half-hour film on "Alcohol, Drugs and other Alternatives" 
and lead a discussion period. 







































Our March program on Transvestism was very enlightening and well- 
received. Bill Horn expressed personal experiences and feelings about 
being a gay transvestite, while Don Adam emphasized the particular problems 
of the non-gay transvestite, who is largely forgotten, and expressed a 
willingness to talk with local non-gay transvestites. 





A Pot Luck Supper will follow the April 24 meeting, repeating the big 
success of last year's supper. Each person should bring either a salad, 
main dish or vegetable casserole, or dessert. Portions should serve 4-6 
people. Facilities available for keeping food warm or chilled. $2.50 

charge for those not contributing food but attending supper. Call Joe 

Burns at 437-2642 for information or to report your contribution, if possible. 


GAY CIVIL.RIGHTS 
MAKE. LOCAL BEACHHEAD 


Gay Civil Rights were first mentioned on a local basis at the April 6 
meetingeof Allentown City Council. The 14966 Human Relations Ordinance was 
being amended to include sex, marital status, source of income and handicap 
in the umbrella of protection from discrimination. Joe Burns, Dixie White 
of N.O.W. and the President of the Allentown chapter of the ACLU spoke and 
attempted to add the category of "Sexual or affectional preference", but 
it was not taken up by the Council. Assurance was given, however, that the 
Human Relations Commission will take up the matter in a future meeting; 
Commissioner Howells said one should not assume there is no support for the 
measure just because it is not being taken up now. The outcome was expec- 
ted, and Burns and White were pleased with the inroad made. 

(NOTE: WE HAVE JUST BEEN INFORMED THAT THE HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION WILL 
TAKE THE MATTER UP AT ITS APRIL 27 MEETING IN THE BOARD ROOM OF 36 N. 5th 
ST., ALLENTOWN, AT 7:00 P.M. ALL INVITED TO CREATE SUPPORTIVE ATMOSPHERE. ) 
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“@ DATES TO NOTES 7 


April 18, Monday: LE-HI-HO Speaking Engagement, Sacred Heart Student Nurses. 

Info: call Rick, 866-6320 | 

April 19, Tuesday: Human Rights Day--Lobbying in Harrisburg for Gay Civil 

Rights. Info: call Joe, 437-2642 

April 20, Wednesday: LE-HI-HO Board of Directors Meeting. Info: call Ken, 

264-7770 

April 24, Sunday: LE~HI=-HO General Meeting, program on "Gays and Alcoholism". 

2:00 pem., Unitarian Church of Lehigh Valley, 701 Lechauweki Ave., Fountain 

Hill (Bethlehem). 2 blocks south of 1500 block of Broadway. Pot luck supper 

to follow. Info: call Ken 

May 1, Sunday: LE-HI-HO Speaking Engagement, St. John's U.C.C.e, Northampton. : 

Panel discussion on "Human Rights: Race, Sex, Age and Religion”. Speakers 

from Pro-Life, N.O.W., LE-HI-HO. Info: call Rick, 866-6320 

May 5,6,/7, Thursday-Saturday: "Gay and Christian", retreat at Kirkridge, 

Bangor, Pa. Fre John MacNeill, Malcolm Boyd. %85 registration: Kirkridge, 

R.D.#3, Bangor, Pa. 18013 (215-588-1793). 

May 7, Saturday: Pa. Rural Gay Caucus meeting, State College. Info: call Jog, 

437-2642 

May 7, Saturday: Deadline, LE-HI-HO Newsletter 

May 18, Wednesday: LE-HI-HO Board of Directors Meeting 

May 22, Sunday: LE-HI-HO General Meeting, 2:00 p.m. Unitarian Church. Annual 

May /Gay-Fest 

June 4, Saturday: Deadline, Gay Pride edition of LE-HI-HO news. Submit your 

Original material (printed anonymously at your request). 

June 4, Saturday: Annual Lehigh Valley Walk-a-Thon for Equal Rights, spon- 

sored by local N.O.W. chapters. Walkers get sponsors to raise funds for ERA 

campaign, starting in Allentown or Easton, ending at Grace Hall, Lehigh Uni- 

versity for celebration and dance. Info: call Mary Wirtz, 398-0776 or Carol 

Vitelli, 868-2803 

NOTE TO COLLEGE STUDENTS: YOUR NAME IS AUTOMATICALLY REMOVED FROM OUR MAIL- 

ING LIST AFTER MAY ISSUE. NOTIFY US IN FALL OF ADDRESS TO CONTINUE RECEIPT. 
q 


A drunk Jason steps into the labyrinth - 

Watching the flat buttocks disappear down the hall, 
and hearing him ask from the bathroom 

"where's the light?" 

Together we experience formlessness; 

with Images meeting head-on 


and all our circuits burnt. 





But though there might be some solution 
whirling in the storm out beyond the terrace, 


we keep to the old road - 


the shortest distance between need and morning. BE \WORTH 
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‘O.J. QUEEN BATTLES DANGEROUS 
FLORIOA FRUITS by Bob Steelman 


Late last year in Dade County, Florida, newly-elected Metro commissioner 
Ruth Shack, wife of Anita Bryant's agent, introduced a gay rights ordinance to 
prohibit discrimination in jobs, housing, and public accommadations, It passed 
with no onvposition on its first vote on December 7, However, by the time of the 
final vote on January 15, the ordinance had becomes the center of what has deve- 
loped into perhavs the single most significant event in the gay liberation 
movement in the U.S, since the Stonewall riots in 1969, Proponents and opno-= 
nents of ray rights all over the nation are waiting to take their cue from the 
outcome in Florida, All because one "born-again" relisious fanatic who opposes 
the ordinance happens to be a nationally recognized figure - Anita Bryant, who 
sings the Florida orange fuice jingles on TV. At first she was silent on the 
issue, but four days before the January vote she and her daughter narrowly es- 
caped a three-car collision - "I felt God really had his hand on us," To show 
her gratitude, she decided to speak out against the ordinances; and in Florida, 
where oranges and sunshine rank right up there with God, many people seem to 
think Anita's word comes straight from above, 

She and pro baseball coach Alvin Dark led a vocal contingent to the meet- 
ing on January 18 bearing signs telling the commissioners "God says NO. Who are 
you to say different.” The bill passed 5-3, Spake Anita,"I will lead such a 
ecpusads +. « . as this country has not seen before!" She formed SOC (Save Our 
Children From Homosexuality) to gather signatures to force a referendum or out- 
right repeal of the ordinance. She and her associates from SOC went to churches 
nomes, and businesses decrying the "dangerous homosexual recruitment ordinance” 
that would "legitimize homosexuality and their recruitment of our children,” 
Why does she think new generations of gay people have to be recruited? Her an- 
swer: “As a mother, I know that homosexuals, biologically, cannot reproduce 
children; therefore, they must recruit our children.” (Well, at least she was 
right about being a Mother). So far she has been unable to say how this re- 
cruitment works, but the process is spoken of as some sort of “conversion” in 
some respects similar to religious conversion, Also, since gay people do not 

eget gay babies, they are not a legitimate minority in her opinion, and thus 
have no leritimate human riechts, She also fears gay male school teachers will 
start showing uv for classes wearing dresses, The teacher question really seems 
to be the main motivaticn for her crusade, She reached the depths of unreason 
when she compared allowing a gay person to teach children with "foreing pork 
\down the face of an orthodox Jew," The last statement was made on ABC-TV's 
"Good Morning, America" on March &. When she really began to get carried away 
proclaiming "God's word" a station break was called; when the show returned 
Anita was fone and there was Gore Vidal, departing from his chosen topic to obd-}. 
serve that the last time he had heard anyone espousing such a philosophy it was 
the Nazis talking about the Jews, 

Only 10,900 signatures were nesded to call for repeal of the ordinance - 
SOC collected well over 60,900. When the petitions were passed around churches 
and offices, separate lists were kept of those who signed and those who did 
not sign = the latter were often rumored to be “one of them," Many school tea- 
chers were intimidated into signing by this tactic. A major concern is that if 
S9C succeeds in getting the ordinance repealed, a witch hunt in the schools may 
soon follow, 

When the petitions were presented to the commissioners, they chose to call 
for a referendum on June 7 rather than rescind their vote approving the ordi- 
mance, An immediate cry of protest arose over the $00,000 in tax money that 
would be required, Fearing possible voter backlash at the gay community, the 
Dade County Coalition for the Humanistic Rights of Gays, composed of a dozen 
say organizations, offered to raise the entire amount and suggested that SOC 
,oin the effort and raise half the total, The Coalition is also aiming for an- 
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other $190,900 for its campaign to educate the public on tho real issues in=s 
volved, The commissioners set April 5 as their date to make a final decision 
whether to proceed as planned, repeal the ordinance, suspend its enaction un- 
til studying the effects of similar ordinances elsewhere, or to postpone the 
referendum until the next general election in 1978. However, Judge Silver in- 
tervened by issuing an injunction barring any action until he could hold hear- 
ings on the whole issue. The hearing was held on April 8 and on April 15 Judge 
Silver will announce his decision, 

When I called the headquarters of the Coalition I was told Judge Silver 
allegedly had been threatened with bodily harm should he make a4 decision fav- 
orable to the gay cause, The worker there, in a moment of personal conversation 
told me how the whole gay community had taken on & wonderful sense of unity anc 
comraderie, and that with each passing day he felt happier and prouder to be a 
part of the effort and more optimistic about a favorable outcome, He said many 
well-tmown figures in the gay movement -- Rita Mae Brown, Bruce Voeller, Dave 
Kopay, and Lenny Matlovitch among them <-- had come down to offer their support 
and help with fund-raising activities. Recently reelected mayor of Los Angeles 
Tom Bradley had written a personal letter to each commissioner to urge support 
for the ordinance, and the current rumor $s that TV-show business versonality 
Steve Allen will offer his help in a personal appearance, Rod McKuen will also 
sive a benefit performance, At the moment, he said, 80 - 90 checks a day, avere 
aging $10 = 515, were beine received, and that the April 7 Mr. Club Miami con- 
test had raised $2,900, All checks are being held until Judge Silver's decision 
detormines if they will be needed; if not, they will be returned, 

Support for the rzay cause has come from the American Jewish Committee, the 
Mothers Alliance of Miami America (MAMA), Citizens for Human Rights, the Amertl- 
can Psychiatric Association, and all the major gay organizations across the na- 
tion, Opposing is the usual array of church folk and those two arch-conserva~ 
tives Ronald Reagan and senator Jesse Helms of North Carolina, as well as the 
Arkansas state legislature, which preised Anita for her crusade as it reinsta- 
ted the state's anti-sodomy laws, Typical of the level and pertinence of com- 
ments coming from this faction is the following: "Jesus Christ wasn't gay. 
There were no gay bars in his time, Jesus don't go to no gay *bars," 

f-shirts ana bumper stickers abound:"Anita Bryant SUCKS Oranges," “A day 
without human rights is like a day without sunshine," and "Kill a Queer for 
Christ,” On March 23 gay rights activist Manuel Gomez's car was blown up. Ovi- 
dio Ramoa , who had appeared on a radio talk show at which he was reviled by 
WASP members of the audience, was shocked by the event and cryed "It's incred- 
ible that these Christians can hold such hatred for us." A fow days later, af- 
ter watching Anita Bryant on the Phil Donahue Show, he shot himself in the head 
because could no longer tolerate the sadness on non-acceptance,. 

Meanwhile Anita's crusade marches on, It has now extended to attacks on 
the federal gay rights legislation and to the White House for meeting with 6 
group of gay leaders to discuss their views on discrimination, On the Phil Don- 
ahue Show, she urged everyone to write their senators and representatives to 
protest , the federal bill, At every opportunity she raises the specter of "re- 
eruitmont" and skillfully sidestens questions about rights, current medical o- 
pinion, and the real purpose and effect of the Miami ordinance, 

Should anyone wish to contribute to the strugrle in Dade County, checks 
may be mailed to Dade County Coalition, 5390 Biscayne Blvd.,, Miami, Fla. 33137. 
Checks for the campaign should be made out to the same organization, but checks 
to help pay for the referendum Stself should be made out to Board of County 
Commissioners, Dade County, Florida, 
















Handsome boy! 

O for a thread 
To haul him over 
To my side! 
- Japanese Folk-Song 
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LAMPOON HARPOGR .. 0 cecnccvee se ecbe t8h 66 §€8 8 & Be6&e 


The May issue of National Lampoon, a marazine devoted to social and poli- 
tical satire presented in comicbook style, is reported to have an all-gey theme 
and a cover showing Queen Xong holding the lovely and talented Jeff Bridges in 
her palm -- the lucky ape! No, always is Srreverent and loaded with material 
to offend anyone's sesibilities. Tt will bo interesting to sas wnat they ao 
"fon ous, The issue will be on the stands in late April. 


BEAME NAMES COMMISSIONER 1... etee celeb arse 


Mayor Abe Beame of tew York named gay rights activist Robert L. Living- 
aton to the city's Commission on Human Rights on March 20, the first such ap= 
pointment to that body. Livingston said he dia not want to be known as "the 
gay member of the commission, I want to be knowm as the comnissionsr who hap- 
pens to be gay, I don't intend to zit only on cases involving gays. 


TWILIGHT IN CONNECTICUT... .csccccnncuese 


On April 5 the Connecticut House of Representatives defeated by a vote 
of 9) = 43 a bill that would have cutlawed discrimination against gay people 
in the areas of credit, employment, and public accommodations, One represen=- 
tative said, whon asked about the chances of DAaSSARG, "Has the sun started ri- 
sing in the wast?” Will the Licht ever dawn in Connecticut? 


LOUISIANA: MURDERS woo er ee ee ee ee ee 


Retween Tebruary 1h and April 7, five men have been stabbed to death in 
ene sectton of New Orleans! 'Wranch Quarter,’ an area lon popular with gay 
residents and visitors, Since some of the victims were gay, there is a fear 
the killer ts seeking out men he believes are gaye Tha discovery of the latest 
victim, who had received SQ stab wounds, has cavsed authorities to creates a 
special police squad to search for the killer, whose mental condition is be- 
Jievea to be deteriorating rapidly, 


Pe CORPORA RTE neo aed, ace eel oe 


Friday, April 15, at 10:00 P.M, on PBS (Channel 39) the series "Woman 
Alive’ will have a show demonstrating how the ideas set forth in the women's 
movement have affected the lives of five American wemen. Among the five is 
state renresentative Elaine Noble of Massachusetts, who was elected and re- 


alected as an oneanly say person, 


RoyAL PASSION SMOLDERS SCREEN cass us seen 


The Channel 39 telecast of a London production of Christepher Marlowe's 
play Edward II on April was a major exposure of gay characters on TV, 
equalled only by the number of lesbians in the recent "In the Glitter Palace". 
Act I saw the king's obsession with his lover, Piers Gaveston,and the court's 
attempts to rid England of Gaveston; Act TI dealt with Edward's downfallzand 
ruination of England after surrounding himself with a gay court. Never has 
so much affection between males, including passionate kissing, been shown on 
the TV screen. One might not like Ian McKellan's affected portrayal of a 
neurotic, cry-baby monarch, but generally one Can't quibble with a 400~year 
old play's treatment of gay people, or with the actors' portrayals of the 
other gay characters. 























































EX LIBRIS 


By Roger Edelman 
Le~Hi=Ho Librarian 
(215) 433-2043 


"As the day neared on which I was to be sworn in is the chief health officer of New 
York City, I found myself faced with 2 problems What should I do about Thomas? wWe had 
been living together for five yeirs. The swearing-in ceremony at City Hill on the moming 
of June 3, 1966, would be the crowning point of my career in public medicine. As the 
city's first health services Administrator ... I would be in charge of coordinating the 
programs of the Devartments of Health and Hosvitals, the Community Mental He2zlth Board, 
| and the office of the Chief Medical Examiner, and I would &lso serve as Commissioner of 
Herlth., I winted, naturally, to share the d=y's joys with Thomis. I wanted him to be at 
IRy Side 2s I was driven to City Hell in my Limousine... I wished that he could sit-in the 
nlace of honor traditionally given at such ceremonies to members of the new commissioner's 
family 2nd that he could stand beside me in the receiving line at the varty sfterward. I 
knew he could not. The question wis: Could woe sfformi to be seen together 2t all?" 

Thus Howird Brown, N.D.e, opens Familiar Faces, Hidden Lives, a powerful personal 
statenent and an enlightening account of whit.it is like to be a homosexu%l man in this 
country. The framework of this book (published by Harcourt Brace Jovanich, New York, 
ci976) is sutobiogravhics1 in nature snd moves from the doctor's anxiety about the role of 
his lover at the sweitring-in ceremony described in the above quote, backward in time to 
his initial conttcts with the Gay Activists Alliance in 1970 and his revelatory bout with 
_ death in June 1972 when he hod a heart attack. This near encounter with death was the 
| genesis for his public coming out. 

"It was during that sleepless night that I first accepted the reality of death and I 
|. found that I wis not 2fraid to die. And I saw that if I could overcome this greatest of 
 @ll fears, I should also be able to overcome the fear of standing up to declare and defend 
my identity 2s a homosexual. wee My visitors left me with no'doubt that we homosexu2els 
were entitled to the same right to be open and proud of our identity 2s all other human 
beings." 
y By Oct. 1973 when Dr. Brown publically announced his homosexuslity to a pathering of 
| physicians 4t a symposium on human sexuzlity, he had established himself as a nationally 
ti i Yespscted member of the medicil profession. In coming out, he became the most prominent 
| self-confessed homosexual] in America. However, his story is not filled with statistical 
ri analyses, Clinicrl rhetoric, ery politicsl1 flacg-waving, philosophical dogma, or personal 
| anxiety. What 1+ does do. isto .iliustmie.th2at homosexats want to live, work, And love 
| in the same way that heterosexutis do, and thit a homophobic society has done them a great 
| injustice by plscing enormous obstacles in their path. 
A 2 ihe Author approaches his maiterizl hoth objectively and anecdotally, writing not only 
if About his own experiences, but also drawing on the life stories of other homosexuals he 
. } has encountered ~ friends, lovers, colleagues, students. However, he avoids mking judc- 
| ments 2nd lets etch subject speak for himself about his own struggle to find freedom or 

















| security, happiness and self-esteem in 2 world filled with ignorant people who don't under 
| stand homosexuality or who don't want to know that gay people even exist. Every important 
_. &s8pect of homosexual life is examined - discovering thit one is gy, accepting oneself for 
| being’ gy, coming out, relations with parents, long- and short-term relationships, death 

| of homosexual nartners, job difficulties, religious conflicts, orgmized medicine, the 

| — attitudes and effects of the law, and the church. 

,. or Although Familiar Paces, Hidden Lives is primarily aimed at a heterosexual audience 

1 (it should be required reading for e every ni nonegay, particularly legislators and opihion- 

t cals i.e. clergy, educstors, etc.)}, it is a warm and moving book for gay people as well 
Bs it deals with everyone from hustlers to the rural physician who hag chosen to live 
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